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ABSTRACT

Like all languages, Arabic has experienced continuous semantic change, whereby certain lexical items
have acquired meanings that were not present in earlier periods. Such diachronic shifts can give rise to
interpretive difficulties, particularly when later semantic values are unconsciously or consciously
projected onto earlier usages. The result is often anachronistic reading and interpretive distortion. The
present study addresses this question by examining contemporary interpretations of certain Arabic
lexical items and assessing how their meanings have been defined and applied across their respective
periods. It seeks to determine the degree of diachronic sensitivity exhibited in the interpretation of
classical Arabic texts, particularly with respect to semantic shift and historical contextualisation. The
study also analyses the forms of interpretive inaccuracies that may result from insufficient attention to
these factors. This will be undertaken through an examination of certain contemporary dictionaries,
together with selected examples drawn from different translations of classical Arabic texts. The analysis
thus identifies a dimension of critical inquiry that demands the attention of those engaged in the study of
classical Arabic, whether in pedagogy, philological inquiry, or interpretive practice.

KEY WORDS: semantic change, neologism, historical dictionaries, translation, anachronistic
interpretations.
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