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ABSTRACT

This article explores the issue of meaning in utilitarian and literary texts or discourses. From the
perspective of traditional approaches, the issue appears settled, as the treatment of meaning in both
utilitarian and literary speech is nearly identical. In both cases, meaning is sought through the
harmonized linguistic elements within the verbal structure, by invoking conventional denotations or by
considering the implications of usage that departs from the familiar. In both instances, the search does
not transcend the text's primary level; the difference remains confined to the atypical use of language on
its horizontal level and the unconventional relationships established between words. Based on this
perspective, phrases such as "the author intended so-and-so" emerge. If this is indeed the path to meaning
in literary works, then accessing and transferring it into a target language would be an effortless task
for the translator. But is this truly the case, or does the matter have another facet, or perhaps even
multiple facets?

KEY WORDS: Problem of meaning, discourse, text, literary translation, verbal structure.
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